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HAWAI`I COUNTY NEWSLETTER AUGUST, 2011 

 

CALENDAR: 

 Wednesday, Aug. 10 – Consensus Meeting, Hilo                                                     

                East Hawai`i Center, 141 Kalakaua Street  4:00-6:00 p.m. 

 Saturday, Aug. 20 – Consensus Meeting, Kona 

                West Hawai`i Civic Center, Ane Keohokalole Hwy. 11:00-1:00  

 Saturday, Oct. 15 – Board and General Meeting, Kona 

    West Hawai`i Civic Center, Ane Keohokalole Hwy. 11:00-2:00  

    Speaker to be Announced 

 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

     After several busy months, the Hawai`i County League is looking forward 

to consensus meetings on The Role of the Federal Government in Public 

Education. Michael Rohr will lead both the Hilo and Kona meetings. 

     Before the national League can take action, members must agree in broad 

terms on what they think about various aspects of the policy issue. The 

national board decides whether to use consensus (where agreement is 

reached using League responses to specific questions) or concurrence 

(where agreement or a vote on a pre-stated position is required.) 

     The technique we will use this month (and the one most often used) is 

consensus by group discussion. It is not a simple majority, nor is it 

unanimity; rather it is the overall sense of the group as expressed through 

the exchange of ideas and opinions. 

     It is essential that we become informed before engaging in discussion. 

The five study papers for this topic are available at: 

http://www.lwv.org/AM/Template.cfm?Section=Public_Education  .  

     This is at the heart of what League does. Please inform yourself and take 

part. It’s challenging and it’s fun. 

                                                               Sue Dursin and Donna Oba 

http://www.lwv.org/AM/Template.cfm?Section=Public_Education
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Three LWVHC members were present at the state convention when Mr. Horner spoke. 

 

             DONALD G. HORNER, CHAIRMAN HAWAII BOARD OF EDUCATION ADDRESS                  

  

      Donald G. Horner, newly-appointed Chairman at Large of the Hawaii Board of Education, 

addressed the League of Women Voters of Hawaii Convention on May 21. Mr. Horner is 

Chairman of First Hawaii Bank and is serving on the first Board of Education appointed by 

Governor Neil Abercrombie under the recent constitutional amendment. Mr. Horner stated 

that although the Board has just recently been appointed, they have already started to make 

major changes to the way the Board conducts business. He stated that he does not accept the 

ŀȄƛƻƳ ƻŦ άǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ŘƻƴŜ ƛǘΦέ IŜ ŦŜŜƭǎ ǘƘŜ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ .ƻŀǊŘ ƛǎ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘ 

ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǇǊŜŦŜǊǎ ǘƘŜ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴ άǿƘŀǘ ŘƻŜǎ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎ ƭƻƻƪ ƭƛƪŜΚ 

 

     The new Board started by cutting its own budget, moving their secretarial and support staff 

to Department of Education positions, ŀƴŘ ŘƻƛƴƎ ŀǿŀȅ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎ .ƻŀǊŘΩǎ ƻŦŦƛŎŜǎ ŀƴŘ 

conference rooms. Four committees were created to accomplish the goals of the Board. The 

first committee is Student Achievement and is responsible for setting the standards for all 

students. The second committee is the Audit Committee which previously did not exist. Mr. 

Horner, with his financial background, claimed that this committee is necessary. He added that 

the committee will be responsible for a financial audit of the Board and also a program audit to 

assess the success of the programs of the Board. A Human Resource Committee will be 

responsible for all aspects of the personnel required to run the Department of Education, which 

will also include the charter schools. The fourth committee, Finance and Infrastructure, will 

keep up with and plan for the facilities and operating budgets of the Board of Education. 

 

      Donald Horner said that with the appointed Board the responsibility of the Board rests 

squarely with the governor. The governor is the point person. The Board realizes that the 

Department of Education is composed of a large number of stake holders: students, parents, 

community, teachers, administration and support staff. The Board is starting to work with all of 

these people through the fifteen Complex Area Superintendents. They plan to be able to work 

with all the stakeholders in the future. 

 

                                                                  Submitted by Michael Rohr 
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                                     BRIAN DE LIMA GIVES BOE UPDATE 

     Brian De Lima, the appointed Hawaii County member to the Hawaii Board of Education (BOE) spoke 

to the League of Women Votersô July 16, 2001 meeting. His background n the Hawaii County Council, 

Merit Appeals Board, and as the first student representative on the 1972 elected BOE, along with 

experiences as a parent of a special needs child, contribute to his understanding of the challenges that 

the first appointed BOE will face. His presentation began with: 

                                                            QUICK FACTS 

              178,000 students attend DOE schools; 8,500 of those are in public charter schools. 

              Only 46% of students have no identified special needs. 

              Hawaii Island, especially Keaau and Pahoa, have growing ESL populations. 

              72% of money budgeted for DOE goes to principals/school level. 

              22% goes to centralized services such as transportation. 

              5% goes to the Central Office. 

              1% goes to complex areas. 

              DOE Office budget has been cut 25% since 2008. 

     De Lima said that the travel budget for the new BOE has been cut to $30,000, the number of staff 

reduced from 13 to 3. Because of these cuts, a no-nonsense attitude toward the work of the board and 

the fact that members will no longer need to campaign, all regular board meetings now take place the first 

and third Tuesday in the BOE Conference Room 404 in the Liliuokalani Building. In order to be accessible 

statewide, the members will hold community meetings on each island at least once each year. 

     The new BOE is committed to raising standards. It is unacceptable, De Lima said, that Hawaii has the 

worst pass rate of any state on the military admission test. The goal is that Hawaii students be 100% 

proficient in both math and reading by 2018. In order to reach the goal, everyone in the system, including 

the parents and students, need to be held accountable. Brian believes that the first step toward meeting 

the goal is to get students to attend school and to mandate attendance with consequences for not 

attending. Such moves should be coupled with student motivation to attend and achieve. 

     Improved attendance will not happen with robo calls along (a cost of $178,000 per year.) Brian 

suggests holding a press conference at the beginning of the year to announce tough new attendance and 

tardy policies that have significant sanctions like jail time or fines levied on parents of students who miss 

too much school. He also suggests retaining students who do not perform academically. The BOE has 

discussed changing mandatory attendance age from 18 to 16. 

     The BOE recently decided to zero out the adult school program budget for the 2012-2013 school year. 

The adult school program will not be cut, but the weighted student formula funds will follow students from 

their assigned school to the adult school. Discussions are needed about how best to fund programs that 

are situated in only one school, like the Performing Arts Center at Hilo High School. De Lima suggests 

that each complex could be given discretionary funding with which they could continue special programs. 

He says that the new BOE is committed to providing maximum decision-making at the school and 

community level. 

     The LWV looks forward to changes the BOE will make as it creates a strategic plan and holds itself ï 

as well as administrators, teachers, students and parents ï accountable for improved performance. 

                                                              Submitted by Nina K. Buchanan 
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      IGNACIO STRESSES NEED FOR SAFE, CONSISTENT POWER    

  

 The state of Hawaii uses petroleum products for 69% of its 

energy needs. The Mainland uses about 1%. 

 Hawaii Island actually produces 31% of our energy needs 

using alternative sources. 60% of our entire energy 

production (including petroleum) is produced on the east 

side of the island, but the west and east sides both use 

about 50%. 

 Right now, the cost of any energy produced or bought by 

Helco is based on the cost of oil. This is in the contracts with 

the geothermal and wind energy producers. In order for the 

cost to the public to be brought down, Helco is planning to 

phase out these types of contracts when new energy 

projects come on line. 

 

 

     These points were part of the informative talk given by Helco president, Jay Ignacio. About three 

dozen folks attended the one-hour presentation held at the Kailua-Kona Library on July 19
th
, 2011. A 

LWVHC committee headed by Nancy and Patrick Callahan planned and arranged the meeting. 

     According to Mr. Ignacio, the geothermal production from Puna supplies 30 megawatts and could 

supply more, but the need is for 8 more megawatts to be produced on the west side of the island. Then 

there would be no need for long distance, expensive power lines stretching over the mountains with no 

customers for miles. 

     There are geothermal sources being considered on Hualalai, and more wind turbines can be installed. 

The problem is that start-up costs are great and investors willing and able to incur the financial risks are 

not abundant. Mr. Ignacio said that the original Puna ventures were financed by a combination of state, 

federal and private money. 

     The subject of home owners or businesses supplying their own power and selling the excess to Helco 

was briefly touched on. The technology (computers) to control the variations of power that would be 

produced by private sources and fed into the main power grid is not available to Helco at this time. Right 

now the company has to make sure that a certain amount of power is always available. With fluctuations 

in weather, time of day, etc., it would be very difficult to maintain a steady source at all times if there were 

to be large numbers of individual suppliers. 

 

                                                               Submitted by Marian Wilkins 
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HAWAI`I COUNTY LWV FOLLOWS REDISTRICTING AND REAPPORTIONMENT  

     Both the State of Hawai`i Reapportionment Commission and the Hawai`i County Redistricting 

Commission are meeting at this time. Both of the Commissions will affect whose name appears on the 

ballot in your district. All district alignments have a goal of being compact (both geometrically and 

geographically); contiguous and preserving the socio-economic structure of the area as much as 

possible. 

     The State Reapportionment Commission will set the Congressional and the Hawai`i State Legislative 

boundaries for the next ten years based upon the 2010 census; those boundaries will stand until the 2020 

census has been tabulated. There is only one neighbor island member of the Reapportionment 

Commission, although there is an Advisory Committee with neighbor island members on it. Hawai`i 

divides the state into two approximately equal congressional districts, with the larger part of Oahu making 

one district and the rest of Oahu and the neighbor islands making up the second district. For the 

legislative districts, there are 25 Senatorial districts and 51 House districts among the four counties of 

Hawai`i. Some have more population than ten years ago; some have less. The permanent resident 

population base is being decided by this commission now. The question is whether to change from the 

practice used since statehood and not count non-resident military and students. The decision will affect 

Big Island representation. The commissionôs work must be accomplished within 150 days from when it 

began work. The Reapportionment Commission will hold public meetings, with at least one meeting to be 

held on the Big Island.  

     State reapportionment website information is at: www.hawaii.gov/electionsôreapportionment/ .  

     The Hawai`i County Redistricting Commission will set the County council district boundaries according 

to the 2010 census; those boundaries will stand until the 2020 census has been tabulated. With about 

185,000 people in Hawai`i County, then there will be about 20,000 in each council district (185,000 

divided by 9 districts.) The number has grown from about 15,000 allocated in the 2001 redistricting. It is 

evident that district boundary lines must move to provide an equal voice for every person in every district. 

    There are nine commissioners on the Redistricting Commission, one from each district. There will be 

eleven public meetings, beginning after mid-September. One meeting is scheduled for each council 

district, followed a few weeks later by two general public meetings. 

     Meeting agendas, schedules, and maps are available on the county website: www.co.hawaii.hi.us/ . 

     At least one LWVHC member has attended each of redistricting meetings since the commission began 

its work in March.                      

                                                   Submitted by Marni Herkes 

 

 

 

DONôT FORGET TO ENCOURAGE YOUR FRIENDS OR ANYONE YOU KNOW WHO IS INTERESTED 

IN GOVERNMENT TO CONSIDER JOINING THE LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS. MEMBERSHIP 

CHAIR IS KARIN HAZELHOFF. SHE CAN BE REACHED AT lwv.membership.hi.co@gmail.com. OR 

CALL ONE OF THE PRESIDENTS. 

 

 

 

http://www.hawaii.gov/elections'reapportionment/
http://www.co.hawaii.hi.us/
mailto:lwv.membership.hi.co@gmail.com
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l. to r.  Margaret Elcock, Ramona Gamayo, Gail Laros at Getting to Know League 

 

     The League of Women Voters is a nonpartisan political organization that encourages informed and 

active participation in government. It works to increase understanding of major public policy issues and 

influences public policy through education and advocacy. This is the organizationôs mission statement. 

    From time to time, even those who have been League members for many years need to refocus on 

League policies. With that in mind, Donna Oba led a training session for Board members and for those 

new to the organization on June 25
th
. She called it ñGetting to Know League.ò  

   Meeting at St. James Episcopal Church in Waimea, the group snacked and discussed Board 

responsibilities. They talked about how issues are determined at the national level, and how local 

Leagues need to proceed, especially when it comes to the advocacy side of Leagueôs mission. 

   Donna emphasized the fact that LWV is political yet nonpartisan. While League can advocate for issues 

on which a position exists, the group can neither support nor oppose any political party or candidate for 

public office. It is important that local Leagues have both a written nonpartisan policy and a conflict of  

interest policy for board members. 

   On August 13, Donna will lead a similar training session for the Hawaii state board in Honolulu. 

                                                                    submitted by Sue Dursin 
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                          2012  ELECTION  CALENDAR                                               

 

Jan 1 -     First date for Council candidates running under Act 244 to declare their intent 

Feb 1 -    First date for candidates to file 

July 11-12    WikiWiki  (?) 

July 12 ï Deadline for voters to register for the primary election 

Aug. 4 ï  Deadline for Primary Election Absentee Applications         

Aug. 11-  PRIMARY ELECTION 

Oct. 6 & 8 -  WikiWiki  (?) 

Oct. 8 -   Deadline for voters to register for the general election 

Oct. 30 ï Deadline for General Election Absentee Applications    

Nov. 6 -   GENERAL ELECTION 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                      IN MEMORIAM                                           

We are sorry to report the deaths of two long-time LWVHC members: 

 

                  Tom Payette 

       

                  Diane Stone                               
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MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION  
 

I wish to join The League of Women Voters of Hawai`i County , a non-partisan 
organization established to promote political responsibility through informed and 
active participation of citizens in government. 
 
 

Name: _________________________________________________________ 

 
Address: ________________________________________________________ 

 
Telephone: Residence ___________________ Business __________________ 

 
E-Mail Address: ___________________________________________________ 

 
Dues: _____ Individual ($45) 

 
 _____ Student ($22.50) 

 
 _____ Household: any or no relationship of two individuals ($67.50) 

 
 Additional Name:  _____________________________________ 

 
 Additional Name(s) _____________________________________ 
 @ $22.50 each:  
  ___________________________________ 

  
 _____________________________________ 

 
Please send checks to: 

Hawaii County League of Women Voters 

P O Box 665 

Hilo, HI 96721 
                             

 
                      
 

NOTE: Men are welcomed as members. 
 
Mail to: The League of Women Voters of Hawaiôi County, PO Box 665, Hilo, HI 96721 
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